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havg regarded the a
|| 1D BUrveying the reger
ﬁfgceemg li]n their int,
| the crown, but ag g relimingry -
| priving them of ,au_gigpt and et s
[ 1and, if needs be by torce of arms. T\hee
} ﬁ‘t.hereforg. loqugl upon the surveyor iu'thz
iight of & trespasser, and in pulling \u'p his
| stakes thexmt’ended 10 rebellion, but em-
| ployed their only or best means of bringin
| the contention to a legal issue.. : &
i To this end they' have also subscribed g |

ts ?de‘ny\trhis but the
d,- ¢ erefore, thy

of the 80vernmant
Ve, not'as'a frj

Lnterests of jastice and peace.
‘lar acquaintance with the affairg of that
settlement from the beginning, ang ma
lrm conviction of the peaceful character

| 20d loyal intentions of 1its inhabitats, in_
|/ duce me to use my humble efforts to move |
|| the government from their “design.  To |

:23::%’;0 ;ha.vta {»r‘tnpt}lrltiglly watched the
8¢ of events it will be apparent
Fhe ‘Metlakahtlans have beenpgl)tl-i‘lfy .oft»tr: i
|| illegal acts, nor hostile demon,szml:ioxis,»iix
|| the steps they have taken to establish
their rights to their ancient inheritance,
They have in a psaceful way done no
more than what is common in disputes
| about land to bring the question to a legal
|| issue. The issus is twofold, first with the
| government; and secondiy . with ~the
| Church Missionary Society, an- ecclesias-
tical sect (for in thig province it is simply
sect) whose gervices they have dxspens\ed
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The issue with the government is vital,
|| being mothing less: than denial of their
title to the land. The DMctlakahtians,

of the action, and this they conceive to be

loyal and peaceful intentions.
The contention with the eccleciastical
body referred to is somewhat different.
The “society’” who were permitted to
| { occupy the site of the mission house solely
|| on account of services rendered to the in—
habitants, now that those services are no

parently cluiming ownership or avleast the
1 Metla-

ep of erecting a build-

g on the land in question with the sole |
view of bringing this contention also to a |
logal issue. Should the society take the |
| legal peaceful mesans of redress open
. || them through a civil action the Metlaka

|| 1ans are prepared to ab

; large sum of money to mect the expenses |

the highest pledge they could afford of their |

longer required, still hold possession, ap- |
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| decision of the law, wha - that'may

i %ﬁs;g!}long'*ns the governments seek t i
'| coerce the. Metlakahtlans into submission
|| by the sword it dly to be expected |
| that the society
themse! ge‘s: i
- This brings me & ak of the
of ’fhéf Iudhgms a8 subjects, The sta
|| pupilige in which they are, means onl;

ing on the principles of natural jus—
:l;ecset‘hgld all th world over, claim chat
they have a communal title to the land
held by their forefathers from time ung
memorial, and that no powers has, Vl;h.roug't
conquest, acquired tfherhnght-»gf lf;:mti eln
is v the cas
:::zt;iatfgl;; ltab“; cz,noss con:petent legal

sh: | by the vice- | B aint in certain social and civil
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