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Che narracive of Che ZORO' oF che angs covers (ess chan cwo decades and marks che end
of che Chird Age of (iddle Carch. Che chree cales and che Fitms dased on chem, along wich Che
Doééic, have a unique qualicy of richness, depeh, culcure and chronology decause JRR. Colkien over his
GFecime builc & comprehensive hiscory From which chey grew. Che 3,000 years of che Chird Age, 3,300
of che Second and 600 years oF che [irst, che 14,300 Jears of che Crees, cthe 34,000 Jears of che
Valar and the creacion of the universe by llivacar represent a complex, somecimes concradictory, usual-
ly Fragmencary, ofcen diFficule, muld-Fold, 55,200-year accountc of che hiscory oF chis world. Ic is a his-
cory oF Aman, the Sea and (Diddle-earch, wriccen in che Form oF annals, scories, epic cales, songs and
poccry. Che hiscory he creaced was duilc (argely on whac he knew as a medieval scholar: in ics Forms,
preoccupacions, supposicions and visualizacions, Colkien conscrucced & hiscory chac iNCORporaces an en-
compassing and unified world view, ardiculaces hierarchies, jurisdiccions and obligacions, presencs ideals
and Rrealicies in conscanc cension, and delivers chrilling, epic narradive scories of love and deach, oF war
and achievemenc and becrayal and subversion.

Che world is changed, and a changing world is che province oF che hiscorian. [Pecer Jackson's Galadriel
cells us chac chings have been Forgoccen and are chus lost. Colkien's hiscory has decome legend: wacch-
ers, even readers, have only some sense ic is chere. And as legend diFfuses, what remains is a vague,
mychic sense chac the (Uar oF the Ring is only the most recent act in a very, very old world.

['rRom Ainaiindalé co che War of che Ring: chis is che hiscory of Colkien's world.

3

NO BACKGROUNO IN DISCORY REQUIRED
RE-UWATCH PECTER JACKSONS LORD OF THE RINGS

Che course is builc For everyone who has an inceresc in Cotkien's world and is
willing co do the work necessary co explore ics sources as & real historical rRecord. As an upper-level
medieval his(orzg course, our Focus is on primary source macerial, the record of chis hiscory oF Arda and
(Diddie-carch. Jou are expecced co read che assigned macerial careFully and, while che leccures will
cover much oF whac you have read, expanding, commencing and drawing conclusions From ic, 1 will ex-
pecc thac you are already Familiar wich ic.

In che unlikely evenc chact you have noc seen Pecer Jackson's chree Che Lord

oF che Kings Fitms you should do so as soon as possiole. Chis will provide a dasic grounding. IF you
have noc read Cotkiens Che Lord of che Rings dooks, chis will noc de a hindrance. Indeed, gou will gec
so much more From them once you have done che course thac | suggest you waic co read chem undl we
are done. Jackson's The Doooic: An Uncxpeceed Journcy, Che Oesolacion oF Smaug and Che Bacele oF
che [ive Armies will these Figure lccle in our undercakings, duc che Fiim has some imporcanc momencs.



O

'‘CESCS 3 x 15% cach)
& &

Chere is no Final examinacion. Buc given che large amountc oF macerial we will cover, ic is good chac you
receive someching Precious For your eFFores, or at least cthac you have some opporcunicy co succeed in
chis way in your Quesc of Grades.

: 17 Ocrober (7 weeks in) ac the beginning of class.
: 31 Ocrober (9 weeks in) ac che deginning of class.

: 28 November (13 weeks in; lasc day) ac the deginning of class.

3

CSSAY (1 x 35%)
OR

Chere is one, and only One, essay For che course, and you musc choose decwieen cwo copics wich sepa-
race due daces, co suic your work schedule over che cerm.

Che essay allows you co demonscrace your analycical acumen as eicher new or seasoned hiscorians and
medievaliscs. Che assignment is noc arge — as wich Aragorn, qualicy is deccer cthan quancicy — and ic
asks you to do some close hiscorical work on the primary source macerial. Jou will apply hiscorical
mechod in analysing parcicular parcs of che sources, and in answering pardicular quescions rRelading o
chose sources. (Uhile chis cype oF work will be new co many of you (chere is excensive advice, below), ic is
approachadle and rewarding, asking only chat you read careFully, respect your sources, chink analyd-
cally and wrice clearly.

In each quesdion, the main issue musc be addressed, duc the suggesdions wichin ic are not exclusive: you
may wanc co add ocher consideracions in your analysis. IF you do noc know cthe way, ask.

: due 3 Ocrober 2019
(5 weeks in).
Using only the macerial chac we have covered so Far, up o and including
1. Oiscuss che nacure of the creadion of che Universe and Arda;
a. Who is responsidle For cthe creacion of Arda, and in whac specific ways?
0. (Uhac are che mosc imporcanc elemencs in chis creacion?
c¢. Dow are chey brought inco being, developed and compleced?



2. Oiscuss the role and purpose of cthe Clves as cthe Firscdorn of ldivacar in Arda.
a. What are they? Whac is cheir purpose?
0. (What are their greac screngchs and cheir most signiFicanc Failings?
c. (Uhat are their relacionships wich cthe Valar and (Daiar?

In your work For chis essay, rRecognize thac we will concdnue o learn more abouc cthe Clves in cthe
resc of che course, but Yyour task now is co answer these quescions dased on the macerial we will
have covered co chis poinc, and noching Furcher.

: due 7 Novembder 2019 (10 weceks in).
Using che macerial we have covered so Far, up co and including

1. Oiscuss che nacure of evil as is ic appears in the creadion of the world;
a. Douw is evit maniFesc? Through whom or whac?
0. ls evit a ching in icselF, or only & qualicy ofF the modves and decisions made by individual
beings OrR groups?
2. Oiscuss how evil manifests and changes over dme.
a. Whac is che hiscoricicy oF evil, that is, how is evil underscood as chis hiscory develops?
Whac role does ic play?
Ooes ic change wich circumscance and concexc?
c. ls it mosc imporcanc in the acdons of the greag, or is ics eFrecc more insidious in ics hid-
den maniFescacions?
d. Could Arda and (Diddle-carch exisc wichour evil? Is there anyuwhere in Arda where ic
does noc exisc?
Oo the various hiscorical evencs in Arda have meaning wichouc rReFerence co evil?
F. Ooes che character of Clves and (Men and Owarves, and of Valar and (Daiar, neces-
8aRily Require & tension decween evil and ics ancichesis?

3

REQUIREQDENTS ANO ADVICE JFOR THE ESSAY

Jou are working wich

Cveryching you wrice For cthe course is dased on the primary sources chac we will de reading and dis-
cussing: Che Sitmariltion and Che Unfipished Cales. |DRImary sources are che direct Records oF che cime
and place under scudy, even iF chey are redacced chough lacer wricing or oral tradicion. Cveryching else
— i.e. what ocher people have wriccen, said and Fitmed adouc (Diddle-carch — is a secondary source, and
we will not de using any ofF chese ocher chan me.

o (Uorking wich priMary sources makes Your essays absolucely hiscorical in approach, and will in-
croduce you (iF you are noc already aware) o che mosc Fundamencal aspecc of doing hiscory,



and especially medieval hiscory: you musc know che macerial chac is che dasis For whac you
wanc to underscand. Regardless of whac hiscorians (ocher chan me) and academics oF ocher dis-
ciplines may have said abouc our sudject, your cask in chis course is to ensure Firsc and Foremosc
chac you underscand whac our sources are, whac chey can cell us and how we can ask chem che
Right guesdions in order co achieve a sound analycical underscanding of che hiscory oF Arda and
(Diddle-carch.

‘Chis means thac

Because your essays are not Research papers, You CaNNOT, EVER, USE SOURCES N YJOUR assignmencs ocher
chan che course macerials: the dooks and your leccure noces. Chis is an absoluce requirRemenc. Co Fail in

chis is akin o using che One Ring iF you are noc Sauron, whom you are noc despice whacever role-
playging games you might engage in, orR whacever CarReerR amoicions you may have.

Che CAs and 1 will keep a wacch noc unlike Che Siege of Angdand co ensure chere is no viola-
cion. IF deviacion is discovered, ic will resulc ac che very leasc in deing exiled From Valinor (a
grade of zero For che assignmend), and ac the very most, being hurled chrough Che Ooor of
Nightc (a grade of zero For che course). Since you cannoc cice excrancous macerial, any use of ic
is plagiarism.

You mighc wish chac chis Ring had not come co you; so do all who (ve in such dmes. Oo not be
worried. Chis restriccion makes your work easicr: you do noc need co spend dme huncing down
macerial. And it makes your work more inceresdng: you have more cime co read che sources
closely, co chink analydcally and co wrice clearly. Jou are Che [-ellowship of che Cexs.

In sum, jusc rRemember chese

Oo not try o Wrice Your essays ac the lasc minuce, when ORres are just abouc to break inco che
Chamoer oF (Darzadul; you will Fail o Finish and only (Dichrandir will ever read your drafe.
Oo not search ouc any macerial addicional o the course macerial.

Oo not use whac you have raccling around inside your head From who-knows-where, since Your
head in not & source chac can be refFerenced.

Never use scufF From che wed, since For the sudjecc maccer of chis course there is & vast, Varia-
dle and ofcen unsavoury mass of scufF moscly wriccen by Ores and pudlished dy the (Dorgoch
Press (For our purposes, anyway, Regardless oF any meric in ocher worlds).

Never scray From che pach.

So, whac will do you do?

Really, really close. Chey are your precious, and iF you (ose them you will end up crawling around che
course on all Fours muccering co yourselF and rying co strangle eRRANT Dobbics. The dasic guideline is
simple: your essay is dased on chis really Fascinacing scufF you will de reading and adouc which 1 will be




calking, and whac you need co demonscrace in your essay is chac you, yourselF, underscand Colkien's

hiscory, noc cthat you can Rrecice whac people (ocher than me, and then only minimally) chink is Colkien's

wor(d.

hCRC ARC

chac will ground your approach

chp it secret; keep it safe.

Never swear a greac oach chac involves oinding your lneage Forever o pursuing & (osc
TREASURE, even chough ic's very Flash.

Avoid pre-judgemencs co your chinking and analysis. IF you scare wich assumpdions, you will

likely Finish wich chose same assumpdions. Co do chis is co de ahiscorical, so noc whac we

wanc here.

Always de alerc rRegarding your own culcural predilecdions. e is whac we cake For granced

(overely or unconsciously) that makes ic difficulc co scep oucside our own world and under-

scand on ics own cerms che hiscory oF anocher dme and place.

Oo not produce & thesis statement, OR WRICE AN ARGUMENTATIVE PAPER: these are boch ele-

mencs oF Research papers.

A A thesis scacemenc predecermines whac you will Find; inscead, as chese

are drawn direccly From the sources. A theme idendFies a cencral, rRepeacing elementc

in & source and chen develops ic analycdically by Oringing cogecher and analysing che

besc examples in che sources in order co escadlish a sound, decailed underscanding
abouc che cheme.
i. For example, iF your assignment is co wrice an analysis of che role oF daccle in

che hiscory of Arda (which ic is nod), you need co selecc & cheme or chemes in
order o organize thac analysis. Possidle themes mighc de heroism, detrayal,
alliances, excernal incervencions, orR mocives. Jou would develop che cheme
chosen by seleccing che very besc examples in the sources that percain o
chatc cheme, including ones chac mighc seem co (ead co differenc underscand-
ings, and analysing chem carefully in order co come co some conclusions
adouc the nacure and imporcance ofF daccle in Arda. Jour essay would noc de
a slavish chronological recicacion of chese examples (though chronology mighc
be an imporcanc element, depending on the cheme), buc rRacher an analysis
chac OriNgs cogecher disparace examples co explore che cheme in che mosc
cogenc way possidle. Ac che end, you will de adle to wrice a clear and concise
conclusion abouc whacever aspect of dbaccle chat your cheme illuminaces.

Che infFormacion on che copics of the cwo essays, above, icselF concains indica-
dons of several chemes For each.

0. An essay can properly have wichout deing argumencadve: che FORMER is

imporcanc in developing and analysing chemes; che (accer is apprOpRiace only o a

rRhetorical exercise that requires the deFence oF che chesis scatement, and is in ics na-

cure once More & predecermined undercaking.

1.

JFor example, in your daccle essay (which you will not wrice) you do noc have
co advance some disembodied suggescion abouc heroism chac argumencacively
tries To show thac it is che single most imporcant aspect of every Major dac-



@)

de in (Diddle-carch. Inscead, you provide an analysis, well-supporced dy de-
tailed examples From the source, that demonstraces that heroism is & MAjor
aspecc of baccles and argues chat cthere are several ways, specifically, in
which chis is evidenc in che source, and which recognizes chac heroism is only
one of several imporcanc cthemes in cthe very (arge copic oF daccle in (Diddle-
carch.

Jour task is to wrice an analydical, hiscorical essay, working closely wich che sources,

organized by scrong chemadic (ines and presencing conclusions chac show a sound argu-

menc buc which are NoT argumencacive.

Since members of the class come From all over che Universicy, ic would de unwise co expect everyone co
wrice using Full-Form hiscorical convencions. Nonecheless, you are here co learn someching abouc how

hiSCORg works, so chere are some elemencs chac do need co e observed in order ©o make your work

sound From & hiscorical perspective.

Cssays musc de wriccen in Formal , noc_poinc Form. Oo noc use jargon and colloquialisms.
Jour work will be read and graded by younyg proFessionals, as well as one of the old Noldor,
and we expecc it co be clear, concise and readadle.

Jou musc doudle-space your essay and use a scandard 10- or 12-poinc Fone. lc is very diFficulc

TO commenc on & paper chac has no space in which co work.

‘Chere must be direct and specific co che macerial abouc which you are wricing. Chis

means Footnoces, or endnoces, or parenchedical references thac cell your reader, specifically,

where your inFormacion comes From. Cvery dime you provide specific infFormacion From your

sources, you must supply a reFerence.

@)

‘Chese references require & Formal , even iF ic you are using only one 6ook; ic
does not have o be on a separace page. A complece lack oF bidliography and reFerences
means thac che work is not Formally an essay: ic is jusc & series of unsupporced and un-
substandiaced inFormacion or opinion, and chis can receive no credic.

As a very general guide, given cthe size of che essay ic should have ac least a dozen spe-
cific reFerences co che primary source macerial under analysis, and co che leccures. Ues,
lectures are Normally secondary macerial, duc | will provide you wich consideradle addi-
donal prIMary source macerial cherein, so cthey are a useadle source For you. Leccures
RequiRe PROPER bibliographical and note encries. Scill, concencrace on Your Texcs.

. Not required, jusc co help iF you wish. Credor is easier o gec inco iF you have a map.

The besc gencral dook is Kace Turatian, A (Danual For (Ukicers of Cerm Papers,
Cheses and Olisscreacions, Ich edn.

J-or chose among you who wish to de truly scylish, noching can replace Wiliam Scrunk
and CB. Whice, Che Clemenes of Scyle, ™ edn.

Uou can gec some, chough ic will noc help you defeac Balkogs. Nave a ook ac the wiedsice

For the Cencre For Academic Communicacion.
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UNOERSTANOING ThE LORD OF THE RINGS 1 x 20%

Using whacever creadve Formac you ke — analydcal or creacive wricing, explained images or music,
screenplay COMMENTARY, POSTER, wed page or blog (specific co chis assignmenc and accessidle), ecc. —
demonstrace clearly and wich specifics how your underscanding of che macerial in chis course provides
clemenics essendial o & deceer underscanding of Lord of che Rings, Che Doéoic, or boch (Decer Jackson's
Fitms, or ].R.R. Colkien's books, or doch).

Chere are only chree possidle marks:

e  Sudmission of a serious and mascerly piece oF work chac ic is substancially and demonstradly re-
laced co che course macerials: you gee 95% (19/20). Aragorn.

e Submission oF a scrious and good picce of work (ic. ic must be someching cthac does not treac cthe
course wich concempc or in a Frivolous Fashion and is sound): you gec 75% (15/20). Like Boromir.

e Submission of a picce of work thac is noc serious and is inadequace (ie. ic treacs che course wich
concemptc or in & Frivolous Fashion, and/or is insuFFicienc or unsound), or no submission ac alt: you

gec 0% (0/20). Che Mouch oF Sauron.

No Formal reFerences or dibliography are required — chough you may supply chem iF you wish — duc che
sources of your work musc be evidenc.

Che assignmenc musc be submicced eicher in hardcopy co che his(orzg OFfice, or eleccronically by email,
not lacer cthan 4:00 pam.

3
GRAOING SCALE

A+ 90-100 original insighc beyond expeccacions
A 85-89 IMORE MASTERY

A- 80-84 MASTERY

B+ 77-79 a more complex underscanding

B 73-76 more good

B- 70-72 good

C+ 65-69 more adequace

C 60-64 adequace

O 50-59 minimal

F/N 0-19 inadequace
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OEAOLINES
THINGS ARE OUE WHEN ThEY ARE DUE

Che Cssay and che Underscanding are due on che daces specified in che sylladus: che Former is co be
submicced in hardcopy ac che deginning of che correct class meeding, che laccer by che mechod, place
and cdime indicaced adove. Cests are held on che days and dmes scheduled. Oue daces and cesc dmes are

exaccly whac you would expecc, and unless expressly scaced in wRicng no excensions or delays are
permicced. Chere is no lace acceprance sudjecc co penalcy and no addicional cime For a lace scare. In che

case of illness, personal or Family aFFliccion, or injury, de sure To concact me in advance, unless the Cir-
cumscances arise on che due dace, in which case you musc advise me as soon therealcer as possiodle.

)
The showl

Che delivery of che course is somewhac cheacrical. Ic is dark; chere are cwo screens RuNNing; chere is a
soundcrack. Che classroom manner is relaxed (ac least For me) and comForcadle, as defics che purposes
oF leccures and the exploradion of sources.

None oF chis takes away From the core oF solid, hiscorical work we are doing. lc simply means chac we

do not have o be doring and Formal all the cime. Indeed, hiSCORg is besc when ic is Gively, cross-culcural
(in & cemporal sense, For us) and {inks are drawn chac die cthe sudject MATCER TO CONTEMPORARY CUCURAL
ideas, cicher direccly or in concrasc. Che relevance of hiSCORg lies noc in che accumulacion of infor-
madion, alchough chis is necessary in order co underscand anocher sociery in dme and space. Relevance
lies in developing an underscanding chac che (arge chemes and ideas chac permeace sociedies generace
parallels and concrASTS.

So while a comForcadle, somedimes iRReverent, classroom acmosphere is conducive o learning, all wric-
cen work musc display che Rigour prRoper o the cridical analysis chac is che core of che GFe of che uni-
versicy. Jour Cssay musc be clear in thoughc and presenced in & grammadical and scylistic manner thac
is precise and accurace; che colloquialisms and jargon oF common speech — even chough we will use them
in che classroom — have no place here, and even che legidimace Rhecorical devices of discussion are o de
avoided.

Che general poincs? Read careFully. Cnjoy che leccures. Chink. (URrice properly and Formally. Never
chink thac you can maseer the One Ring, lec alone deFeac (Dorgoch.




NECESSICIES FOR 'THE JOURNEY

THE

SILMARILLION

vV
vV

J-R.R. TOLKIEN

JRR. Colkien, The Sitmarittion, NarperCollins pb. availadle From the Bookstore (and elscwhere).
Jou musc use chis version in your assignmencs in order chat your page reFerences are scandardized.

Only $9.89 (Amazon).

JR.R. TOLKIEN

JRR. Colkien, Unfinished Cales, DarperCollins pd. availadle From che Bookstore (and clscuwhere).
Jou musc use chis version in your assignmencs in order chat your page reFerences are scandardized.

Onty $10.99 (Amazon),

which is good since we will de using directly only adouc hall oF che macerial ic concains.

g :nvu’l‘i"ﬁ'nlou

Karen Wynn Fonscad, Che Actas of (Diddle-careh, revised edn. availadle From che Bookscore fand else-
where). Jou musc use chis edicion, as che original one does noc cover the early macerial.
Sdill a good deal ac $31.39 (Amazon).
lc's a complex world, and you will be cesced.
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‘CHE FINE PRINT

Qon'c_cheac.

‘Che Universicy Policy on Academic Incegricy is in Che Universicy oF Viceoria Undergraduace Calendar 2019-20 Sepcembder 2019 Cdi-
dion: Policy on Academic Incegricy.

‘Che basic scacemenc is Orief: “Academic incegricy rRequires commiament co che values of honescy, trust, Fairness, rRespect, and Responsioil-
icy. Ic is expecced chac scudencs, Faculey members and scafF ac che Universicy of Viccoria, as members of an incelleccual communicy, will
adhere o chese echical values in all acdivicies relaced o learning, ceaching, Research and service.” Jou musc read che whole of chis regula-
don carefully and be sure cthac you understand ic; Regiscracion in chis or any ocher course in cthe universicy consticuces acceprance oF all
che calendar reguladions Regarding universicy work, as well as che various praceices in the enforcement of such regulacions. Che noces
below are co be underscood as clariFicacions and expansions ofF these regulacions, and in the case of any ambiguicy the Calenddr is auchori-

Tagve.
PLAGIARISCD ANO CHEATING

PLAGIARISOD is perhaps che greacesc of oFfences in che academic communicy, For ic undermines che incegricy of che endire incelleccual
encerprise. Che expansion and reFinementc of your analycical skills, and of che qualicy of research and presencacion thac supporcs them, is
the purpose oF your universicy work, and these goals are not served iF you presenc as your own work che efFores of ochers. Nor is ic Faik
co chose of you who work properly cthac those who commic plagiarism go unpunished. Shoutd 1 decece che offence in any work, you may de
assured chat 1 will treat e wich the ucmost seriousness and insisc on signiFicanc penalcies. IF in any parc of your work you are uncercain
adouc che reladionship decween your analysis and the macerials on which ic is dased, do not hesicace o ask me; ic is much casier o deal
wich such quescions beFore works is submicced. Be advised chac while cthe incernet makes availadle & greac deal of macerial that is easy co
cuc and pasce inco assignmencs, ic also makes ic much easier co cacch such scealing

A 8ricF gloss on plagiarism. Scholarship quice properly Rests upon examining and reFerring co che choughts and wricings of ochers. Dowev-
er, chere is & difference becween one's acknowledged rescacement oF someone else’s argumencs, and che unacknowledged rRescacemenc of
someone else’s argumencs in che guise of original work. [Plagiarism is, chereFore, a Form of academic misconducc in which an individual pre-
sencs the work of anocher person as his or her own. Plagiarism evidencly exiscs when an encike work is copied From an auchor and pre-
senced as original work. Buc plagiarism also exiscs when cthere is no — or inadequace — rRecognicion given to an auchor For phrases, sencenc-
es, and paraphrased arguments of chac auchor incorporaced in one’s work. (Uichout limicing the generalicy of che Foregoing, chis includes
che Failure <o indicace clearly chrough proper noces (and quocacion marks or indencacions of (onger passages where cicadon is verbaTim)
chat macerials have deen incorporaced inco one's wriccen work. In shore, when excerpes From the work of anocher person are used in Your
work, che source musc be acknowledged chrough standard academic pracdices.

CHEATING inctudes che Following.

Unauchorized use of an edicor. Che manipulacion, revision, correccion, or alceracion of work by anocher. lc does noc preclude review dy a

Fellow student or cucoring that does noc include edicing.

Dulciple submission of work. Submiccing the same essay, presencacion, or assignmenc more chan once (whecher the earlicr sudmission was
ac chis 0rR anocher inscicudion) unless prioR approval has deen obcained.

Ealsifying macerial. Includes submiccing assignmencs compleced by someone else (bough, given, or stolen), ciding & non-exiscenc source, cic-
ing & source noc used, IMplying use oF prIMary macerial when used only via & secondary scudy.

Cheadng. On exams and cescs chis includes, incer adia, having in an examinacion any macerials or equipment ocher than those auchorised by
che examiners, and impersonacion.

Aiding and abdecdng. Jou are Gadle co penaldies F you help anocher scudent engage in any of chese or ocher offences.

ENFORCEMENT ANO PENALTIES

Oeparamencs and Faculdies have che auchoricy o enforce proper scandards of academic incegricy by whacever incernal procedures seem
MOST AppROpRiace o cheir disciplines. In all cases, a scudent suspecced ofF plagiarism or cheacing musc be nodFied oF an allegacion, and musc
be given a rReasonadle opporcunicy co de heard. IF chere is convincing evidence co suppore an allegacion, penaldies will de imposed by che
academic deparament, che Faculcy, or cthe presidenc. Che possidle penaldies are lisced in che Calendar.

APPEAL
Jou may. See che Calendar For decails.

Qui cacet consencire videcur.



